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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
Failsworlh  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  Fifth  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1908. 

With  regard  to  infectious  disease,  there  has  been  a considerable 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  compared  with  previous  years. 

1 have  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a notable  decrease  in 
the  birth-rate  observable  since  1898.  In  the  past  ten  years,  which  shew 
an  increase  in  population  of  about  1600,  there  has  not  been  a correspond- 
ing increase  in  the  number  of  births.  In  the  year  mentioned  (1898) 
there  were  420  births,  whilst  in  the  year  just  closed  the  number  was  388. 

Tables  of  comparison  with  a number  of  previous  years  of  deaths 
under  one  year  and  under  five  years  are  included  for  reference,  together 
with  Tables  of  deaths  of  infants  from  pulmonary,  infectious,  diet  and 
congenital  disease. 

During  the  year  Local  Government  Board  inquiries  were  held  with 
respect  to  the  purchase  by  the  Council  of  property  and  land  abutting  on 
Oldham  Road  and  Field  Street  for  street  improvements.  Two  dwelling- 
houses  and  outbuildings  have  been  demolished  and  footpath  widened, 
which  is  a most  decided  improvement.  An  inquiry  was  also  held  with  a 
view  to  purchasing  a plot  of  land  suitable  for  a recreation  ground  off 
Ashton  Road  West,  but  was  not  proceeded  with  owing  to  its  unsuit- 
ability. 

Regarding  carcases  and  parts  of  carcases  affected  by  tuberculosis,  it 
has  not  been  necessary  to  condemn  any  parts  of  carcases  suffering  from 
this  disease. 

I he  Library  which  is  being  erected  adjoining  the  Council  Offices  is 
nearing  completion,  and  when  finished  will  no  doubt  be  a credit  to 
the  Township. 

1 he  erection  of  dwelling-houses  has  proceeded  at  a rapid  pace 
during  the  past  year.  Sixty-nine  were  erected  in  the  Higher  Ward  and 
14  in  the  Lower  Ward.  This  is  the  largest  number  that  has  been 
erected  since  1901. 
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During  the  year  the  Council  have  had  the  question  of  paving  and 
sewering  of  a large  number  of  streets  and  passages.  The  plans  have 
been  prepared,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be  well  in  hand  in 
the  early  part  of  the  next  year. 

The  supply  of  gas  in  the  district  is  still  very  unsatisfactory.  Com- 
plaints are  repeatedly  being  made  as  to  the  supply  and  quality. 

Several  minor  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  the  Council’s 
Sewage  Works.  The  effluent  produced  is  very  satisfactory,  and  conforms 
to  the  standard  required. 

The  water  supply  is  chiefly  obtained  from  Oldham.  A few  houses  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  district  are  supplied  by  Manchester.  The  supply  is 
of  good  quality,  wholesome,  and  is  ample.  Being  chiefly  upland  in  its 
source,  special  precautions  are  taken  with  a view  of  preventing  any 
reaction  taking  place  ; the  water  being  subjected  to  a treatment  of  lime, 
afterwards  passing  into  service  through  tin-lined  pipes,  thus  minimising 
the  danger  of  lead  poisoning. 

Several  of  the  amendments  or  extensions  of  the  various  Acts  relating 
to  Public  Health  are  still  engaging  the  Council,  and  are  to  be  brought  up 
for  further  consideration  in  the  early  part  of  the  new  year. 

* 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  STRATH  LESLIE,  M.B., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  FA  I LS  WORT  1 1 . 


REPORT  FOR  1905. 


Failsworth  is  situate  midway  between  the  City  of  Manchester  and 
the  County  Borough  of  Oldham.  It  is  about  two  miles  in  length  and 
three-fourths  of  a mile  in  breadth,  and  stands  354  feet  above  sea  level  at  the 
Oldham  end,  rising  by  an  easy  gradient  from  the  Manchester  end,  which 
is  286  feet  above  sea  level.  It  is  divided  into  two  Wards  (known  as 
the  Higher  Ward  and  the  Lower  Ward)  by  the  Rochdale  Canal, 
which  bisects  the  district.  The  road  leading  from  Manchester 
(known  as  Oldham  Road)  is  built  upon  on  each  side  throughout 
its  course,  which  is  in  one  continuous  line,  and  passes  through  the 
centre  of  the  Township,  forming  its  principal  thoroughfare,  with 
secondary  roads  known  as  Ashton  Road  West  and  East. 

The  principal  industries  are  cotton  spinning  and  weaving,  hat 
manufacturing,  and  electrical  engineering. 

Area  and  Population. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  1073  statute  acres,  and  the  nett  area, 
exclusive  of  that  covered  by  water,  is  1064  acres. 

The  population  in  1901  was  14152 — 7443  in  the  Higher  Ward,  and 
6709  in  the  Lower  Ward — showing  an  increase  of  3727  in  both  Wards 
during  the  preceding  decade. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  census  (1901)  was  3011.  The 
number  of  factories  and  workshops  was  71,  and  14  churches,  chapels,  and 
schools.  The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4-7,  and  the  density  of  the  population  was  equal  to  133  per  acre. 

1 he  increase  of  the  population  has  been  calculated  on  the  number  of 
new  houses  built  at  4^7  per  house.  The  population  may  be  safely 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1908  as  being  15 100. 
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Tabular  Statement  of  the  Mortality  within  the  District 
according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  etc. 

Death-rate.  1 he  total  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  belonging  to 
the  district  was  243,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  i6'o  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population.  In  the  preceding  year  the  deaths  amounted  to 
219,  giving  a death-rate  of  14-6.  These  death-rates  have  been  arrived  at 
after  adjusting  the  list  of  deaths  by  the  interchange  between  this  and 
other  districts  of  deaths  of  persons  occurring  in  districts  outside  their 
place  of  residence. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  53,  being  the  lowest  on 
record  for  the  past  ten  years,  with  the  exception  of  the  preceding  year 
(1907)  which  amounted  to  48. 

Of  the  243  deaths  registered,  222  actually  occurred  within  the 
district,  the  remaining  21  deaths  took  place  in  public  institutions  in 
Manchester  and  Oldham.  Of  the  243  deaths  so  registered,  121  were 
males  and  122  females. 


TABLE  A. 


Table  of  the  ages  at  which  deaths  have  occurred 
from,  the  year  / 8)Q  to  rgo8. 


1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

19C6 

1907 

1908 

Totals 

Under  1 year  

72 

80 

67 

68 

63 

77 

68 

62 

48 

53 

658 

Between  1 and  5 years 

39 

31 

55 

27 

35 

38 

20 

41 

29 

32 

347 

> ♦ 5 M * 5 * » 

9 

1 1 

10 

10 

4 

10 

1 2 

9 

8 

1 1 

94 

..  US  M 25  ,, 

1 5 

14 

I I 

1 2 

10 

7 

7 

5 

6 

•3 

, ICO 

1 1 2 ^ , , 65  y y 

75 

90 

79 

84 

85 

65 

65 

85 

85 

81 

1 

794 

65  and  upwards  

30 

53 

35 

42 

43 

47 

S2 

5 1 

43 

53 

449 

240 

279 

257 

243 

240 

244 

22  4 

253 

219 

243 

12442 

The  details  of  deaths  under  one  year  are  next  given  in  Table  B,  with 
the  rate  per  thousand  births. 
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Birth-rate.  The  total  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  3S8, 
giving  a birth-rate  of  35  3 per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population.  In 
the  preceding  year  the  births  amounted  to  424,  or  at  the  rate  of  28-i. 

The  number  of  births  registered  last  year  is  the  lowest  on  record  for 
the  past  ten  years.  The  average  birth-rate  during  that  period  (ten 
years)  being  29 ‘5. 


TABLE  B. 


Causes  of  death  and  rate  per  thousand  births  of  children 

under  one  year. 


Pulmonarv 


Bronchitis 

..  Pneumonia 

diseases. 

Pleunsv  ... 


Infectious 
diseases . 


Measles  

Whooping  cough  . . . 

Influenza 

Tubercular  diseases. 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  fever  

Erysipelas  


Diet  i Diarrhoea. 

diseases.(  Enteritis.. 


Congenital  j premature  birth 
diseases. 


( Injuries, 
j Othercauses-  Convulsions  . 

| Not  classified. 


1908 


No.  Rate 


7 

3 


3 

o 

o 

2 

o 

0 

1 

2 

I 


28-3 


I 

7 

'9 


15*4 


77 


‘5 '4 


r 69‘5 


1907 


No. 


Rate 


6 1 

i°  ■ 37 ‘5 

1 


0 

1 
1 

o 

o 

0 

1 


1906 


’!  \ 


j 

o 


So. 


o 

o 


2 

I 

I 

4 

o 

o 

o 

I o 

o 


Rate 


1 6-9 


9 '4  9 


o 

6 

18 


;6’6 


1 

o 

-7 


‘9 ‘3 


24-2 


217 


b77 


The  above  Table  shews  a decrease  in  pulmonary  diseases, 
whilst  there  is  an  increase  in  infectious  diseases,  congenital  disease,  and 
other  causes  not  classified. 
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TABLE  C 


Deaths  throughout  the  district  in  children  under  five  years 
from  infectious  diseases. 


1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1906 

1906 

1907 

1908 

T otali 

Measles 

9 

1 

6 

1 

17 

7 

1 2 

2 

8 

63 

Small-pox 

... 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

YVhoopingcough . . . 

5 

6 

5 

8 

O 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

38 

Diphtheria  and 
membranous  croup 

5 

I 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

-i 

22 

Enteric  fever  

1 

... 

1 

... 

2 

Epidemic  influenza 

3 

0 

... 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

LS 

Phthisis  and  other 
tubercular  diseases 

2 

8 

10 

>4 

9 

1 1 

6 

8 

2 

6 

76 

Erysipelas 

1 

... 

* 

- 

1 

2 

Totals. . . 

1 

24 

1 

22 

24 

29 

">  — 
a a 

26 

8 

2 5 

1 2 

20 

225 

TABLE  D. 


Infantile  death-rates  from  pulmonary  diseases  per  thousand  births  : 
Year  igoo  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908 


Rate 

34 ‘o 

l6’2 

2 3 '9 

24T  2J'0 

29-4 

1 6 ’9 

37'5 

28-3 

TABLE  E. 

Infant 

ile  death-rates  from 

infectious  diseases  per 

thousand  birth 

s : 

Year 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903  1904 

J9°5 

1906 

1907 

1 908 

Rate 

27  -6 

< 1 '5 

407 

36-2  22-5 

•47 

!9'3 

7-07 

15*4 

TABLE  F. 

Infantile  death-rates  from 

diet  diseases  per 

thousand  births  : 

Year 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903  1904 

I9°5 

1906 

19°7 

1908 

1 9'3  20‘2  147  24‘2  27  77 


Rate  io'6  25^4  9^5 
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Scarlet  Fever. — During  the  year  the  prevalence  of  this  disease 
was  exceptionally  low,  the  case  mortality  being  remarkably  small  ; and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  continue  during  the  present  year.  I his 
disease  has  now  for  some  time  been  of  a very  mild  type,  and  it  is  usual 
to  find  that  febrile  symptoms  and  practically  all  sense  of  illness  have 
disappeared  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days  from  the  commencement 
of  the  rash.  Indeed,  in  many  cases  the  temperature  appears  to  have 
risen  for  only  one  day.  It  does  not  follow  that  scarlet  fever  patients 
should  receive  less  attention  than  formerly,  for  the  patients  are  still 
liable  during  convalescence  to  the  complications  which  may  follow  upon 
even  a mild  attack  ot  the  disease,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  the 
patient  should  be  kept  strictly  isolated  and  properly  nursed  until  the 
critical  stages  are  past. 

There  were  27  cases  notified  during  the  year — 11  cases  occurred  in 
the  Higher  Ward,  and  16  cases  in  the  Lower  Ward.  .Six  cases  were 
removed  for  treatment  to  hospital — 4 cases  from  the  Higher  Ward,  and 
2 cases  from  the  Lower  Ward.  One  death  occurred  in  the  Lower  Ward. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — There  were  14  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  membranous  croup — 7 of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  Higher 
Ward,  and  7 of  the  cases  in  the  Lower  Ward.  Two  deaths  occurred  in 
the  H igher  Ward,  and  3 in  the  Lower  Ward. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  anti-toxin  was  supplied  gratuitously  to 
medical  practitioners  for  use  in  necessitous  cases  occurring  within  the 
district.  The  offer  was  not  taken  advantage  of  so  largely  during  last 
year  as  might  have  been  expected.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  it  is 
chiefly  during  the  first  two  days  that  the  full  benefit  of  the  anti-toxin 
treatment  can  be  obtained.  1 have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  anti- 
toxin were  to  be  more  freely  used  in  the  first  appearance  of  the  illness, 
the  death-rate  might  be  reduced  considerably.  In  many  towns  equipped 
with  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  it  is  seldom  the  patient  dies 
if  treated  early. 

None  of  the  cases  notified  during  the  year  could  be  associated  with 
any  source  of  infection,  other  than  personal  infection  in  families, 
schools,  etc. 

One  of  the  most  striking  results  of  bacteriological  research  in  recent 
years  is  the  discovery  ot  the  widespread  dissemination,  in  apparently 
healthy  persons,  of  the  germs  of  several  important  zymotic  diseases 
without  any  symptom  whatever  of  illness.  This  is  true  of  diphtheria  and 
of  pneumonia,  and,  in  a more  restricted  sense,  it  is  true  likewise  ot 
typhoid  fever. 
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Such  discoveries  as  these  tend  to  give  fresh  importance  in  the 
prevention  of  the  spread  of  infection  to  increasing  the  vital  resistance  of 
the  individual  by  the  steady  prosecution  of  measures  for  the  improvement 
of  his  general  health,  as  compared  with  methods  directed  merely  towards 
the  extinction  of  the  infecting  agent. 

Enteric  Fever.  — Nine  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified — 6 in  the 
Higher  Ward,  and  3 in  the  Lower  Ward.  Of  these,  3 were  removed  to 
hospital,  viz. : — 1 from  the  Higher  Ward,  and  2 from  the  Lower  Ward. 
Two  deaths  occurred,  and  both  in  the  Higher  Ward. 

A distinctly  fresh  interest  is  being  taken  in  regard  to  typhoid  fever, 
owing  to  the  discovery  of  the  fact  that  the  disease  is  often  propogated  by 
persons  who  carry  its  germs  in  their  bodies — in  the  stools  and  urine — for 
many  years  after  they  have  suffered  from  an  attack  of  the  disease. 
Cases  are  on  record  where  persons,  who  have  within  a few  years  been  in 
successive  families  in  which  they  were  employed,  conveyed  infection  to 
one  or  more  members  in  the  majority  of  the  families. 

d'he  discovery  of  such  typhoid  carriers  affords  an  explanation  of 
outbreaks  of  the  disease  which  hitherto  had  baffled  investigation.  There 
seems  to  be  a distinct  prospect  of  typhoid  being  altogether  stamped  out 
from  the  use  of  methods  based  on  the  newer  knowledge  as  to  its 
modes  of  propogation.  , 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — The  deaths  from  phthisis  last  year 
amounted  to  12,  being  a decrease  of  6 than  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculous  disease  were  7,  being  an 
increase  of  4 over  the  preceding  year.  The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1908,  extend  facilities  for  the  administrative  action  for  the 
prevention  of  tuberculosis.  This  provides  for  the  notification  to  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  of  Sanitary  Authorities  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis occurring  amongst  the  inmates  of  Poor  Law  Institutions  or 
persons  under  the  care  of  District  Medical  Officers  for  taking  certain 
measures.  These  regulations,  which  come  into  operation  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1909,  will  no  doubt  give  local  authorities  better  opportunities  of 
controlling  this  disease. 

There  is  no  system  of  notification  of  cases  ol  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
in  this  district  other  than  voluntary.  In  case  ol  death  ot  patients 
suffering  from  this  disease,  rooms  occupied  by  such  patients  in  many 
instances  are  disinfected.  Cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  for  advanced 
or  earlier  cases  are  treated  at  the  Prestwich  Union  Workhouse  or 
Hospital. 


Whooping  Cough. — One  death  occurred  from  this  disease  in  the 
Higher  Ward. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  5 cases  notified — 4 in  the  Higher  Ward, 
and  1 in  the  Lower  Ward.  One  death  occurred  in  the  Higher  Ward, 
being  an  infant  under  one  year. 

Continued  Fever. — One  case  notified  in  the  Lower  Ward. 
Recovered. 

Small-pox.  The  district  was  free  from  small-pox  during  the  year. 

Measles. — This  being  an  unnotifiable  disease  makes  it  impossible  to 
form  any  idea  as  to  its  exact  dimensions  during  the  preceding  year. 
Eight  deaths  were  registered  in  children  under  five  years  of  age,  2 of 
which  occurred  in  the  Higher  Ward,  and  6 in  the  Lower  Ward. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. There  were  5 deaths  from  diarrhoea 

and  enteritis — 3 in  the  Higher  Ward,  and  2 in  the  Lower  Ward.  It  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  for  some  time  during  the  past  year  the  question  of 
the  care  of  infants  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  and 
it  was  decided  to  issue  printed  instructions  on  cards  on  the  feeding  and 
care  of  infants.  These  will  be  forwarded  to  the  various  medical 
practitioners  and  certified  midwives  for  distribution  in  the  district. 
These  instructions  no  doubt,  if  taken  advantage  of,  will  prove  to  be 
most  valuable. 

It  is  often  stated  that  exceedingly  few  children  are  born  diseased, 
quite  the  majority  who  die  before  reaching  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  life 
succumb  to  preventable  diseases.  If  this  statement  be  true,  then  a good 
percentage  of  infants  might  still  have  been  living  had  they  been  reared 
under  more  favourable  conditions  and  under  better  care. 

1 here  are,  of  course,  other  causes  than  simple  ignorance  and  wrong 
habits  with  regard  to  infantile  sickness.  Poverty  casts  its  shadow  over 
the  houses  of  not  a few  of  the  working  classes.  Often  an  honest  poverty, 
due  to  irregular  employment,  ill-health  of  the  bread-winner,  and,  in 
several  instances,  caused  by  dissolute  habits.  Fortunately,  in  the 
poorest  houses  infants  are  nearly  always  breast-fed,  and  no  direct  outlay 
is  required  for  the  purchase  of  milk.  If,  however,  the  mother  is  herself 
badly  nourished  she  cannot  produce  the  requisite  quality  and  quantity  of 
milk  for  her  infant.  Insufficient  feeding  of  the  mother  may  injure  the 
health  of  a baby  before  birth,  although  nature,  with  its  extraordinary  care 
for  the  perpetuation  of  the  race,  often  nourishes  the  child  at  the  expense 
of  the  mother. 
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The  long  tube  feeding-bottles,  to  which  1 referred  in  my  last  year’s 
report,  is  unfortunately  dying  out  very  slowly.  The  general  opinion 
appears  to  be  that  the  long  tube  is  more  convenient  than  the  tubeless 
bottle,  but  forget  that  the  time  spent  in  properly  cleaning  a tube  bottle 
thoroughly  could  be  better  bestowed  in  feeding  the  child  with  a tubeless 
bottle.  Moreover,  it  is  very  rare  to  find  the  tube  is  kept  clean.  Usually, 
even  with  apparently  careful  mothers,  the  tube  is  lined  with  foul  curd 
teeming  with  germs.  Hence  the  frequent  stomach  and  bowel  illnesses  of 
bottle-fed  infants  ending  fatally  in  many  instances. 

Puerperal  I- ever. — There  were  no  cases  of  puerperal  fever  notified 
during  the  year. 

Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Infectious 

Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  removed  to  hospital 
was  9,  viz. : — 6 of  scarlet  fever,  and  3 of  typhoid  fever. 

Disinfection  of  Premises. — Sixty-two  rooms  were  fumigated  with 
sulphur  or  formalin,  and  in  a number  of  cases  the  walls,  ceilings,  wood- 
work, and  clothing  were  disinfected  with  a solution  of  formalin. 

In  cases  where  typhoid  fever  had  occurred,  the  discharges  in  most 
cases  were  placed  in  special  vessels,  and,  after  disinfection,  buried. 

Disinfectants,  in  the  form  of  Izal  fluid  and  soap,  are  supplied  by  the 
Council  to  the  occupiers  of  infected  houses. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  the  new  system,  inaugurated  in  the 
latter  part  of  1906,  continues  to  give  satisfaction.  If  reference  is  made 
to  the  tabulated  form,  it  will  be  found  that  the  number  of  receptacles  in 
many  instances  are  above  double  that  of  the  previous  year. 
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New  Buildings. 

The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  new  buildings  erected 
during  the  last  ten  years  : 


Number  and  description  of  new  buildings  erected . 


Year 

I )wellitif4  Warehouses, 

I louses.  Mills,  etc. . and 

Shops,  etc.  Alterations 

( Torches, 
Chapels,  and 
Schools,  and 
Alterations 

Public 

Houses  Total* 

l8t)Q 

202  l 

-’03 

IQOO 

2 1 ;o 

£901 

75  1 

7b 

1902 

67  3 

70 

1903 

55  ' 

' 

57 

1904 

39 

2 

4' 

>905 

24  2 

26 

1906 

23  1 

24 

1907 

18  1 

'9 

1908 

s3  1 

1 

OC 

Oi 

i4 


WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

The  principal  sanitary  improvements  carried  out  during  the  year 
consist  chiefly  of  the  conversion  of  privy  closets  and  pail  closets  to  the 
water-carriage  system — ioi  of  the  former  and  22  of  the  latter  being 
replaced  by  123  water  closets  ; whilst  51  privy  middens  and  22  ashpits 
have  been  abolished  and  substituted  by  134  dust-boxes. 

House  Drainage.  — The  drainage  arrangements  in  connection  with 
88  houses  have  been  reconstructed,  and  9 house  drains  disconnected  from 
the  water-courses  and  diverted  into  the  Council’s  sewer. 

Insanitary  Property. — Twenty-nine  houses  were  dealt  with  under 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  and  1 house  was  closed 
as  being  unfit  for  habitation.  The  remaining  28  had  been  dealt  with  in 
the  previous  year,  and  several  minor  repairs  were  executed,  but  the 
principal  defects  remained  unaltered,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  take 
legal  proceedings.  The  decision  of  the  Court,  however,  was  in  favour  of 
the  owners.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  seeing  that  the  property  was 
particularly  noted  as  being  in  a very  unsanitary  state  by  Dr.  Low  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  who  suggested  the  conversion  of  the  pail 
closets  and  ashpits  as  being  necessary  to  put  the  property  in  proper 
sanitary  condition. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  37  persons  registered  as  purveyors  of  milk  or  cowkeepers. 
Inspection  was  made  of  the  premises,  which  were  found  to  be  in  fair 
condition. 

The  drains  at  one  farm  were  found  to  be  discharging  in  a water- 
course. These  were  connected  into  the  Council’s  sewer. 

During  the  year  4 samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  public 
analyst  for  examination.  These  were  certified  to  be  all  genuine  samples. 
The  various  shops,  etc.,  selling  milk  within  the  district  were  visited,  and 
special  instructions  were  given  as  to  the  necessity  ot  providing  suitable 
vessels  with  a view  to  preventing  any  means  of  contamination  of 
the  milk. 

Si.aughter  Houses. — There  are  9 slaughter  houses  within  the 
district.  These  are  all  licensed — the  licences  being  renewed  each  year. 
The  buildings  so  occupied  are  in  good  sanitary  condition,  and  found  to  be 
kept  clean  and  satisfactory. 
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Offensive  Trades. — The  buildings  used  for  businesses  coming 
under  the  above  heading  consist  ot  a tannery,  blood-boiling,  and  2 tripe- 
dressers.  These  premises  have  been  visited,  and  found  to  be  kept 
satisfactory.  No  complaints  have  been  received  as  to  any  offensive 
odours  emanating  from  these  trades’  premises. 

Canal  Boats. — A portion  of  the  Rochdale  Canal  and  the  Hollinwood 
branch  of  the  Manchester  and  Ashton-under- Lyne  Canal  pass  through 
the  district.  The  boats,  with  the  exception  of  a few,  are  used  chiefly  tor 
the  conveyance  of  coal  and  cotton,  and  pass  through  the  district  to  other 
towns. 

Failsworth  is  not  a registration  authority.  A number  of  boats  have 
been  examined,  and  found  to  be  kept  in  order.  No  contraventions  of  the 
Acts  have  been  met  with. 

Smoke  Nuisances. — Twenty-four  observations  were  taken  under 
the  Council’s  old  regulations.  The  limit  of  black  smoke  at  that  time 
was  4 minutes  within  the  half-hour.  On  the  20th  February  last  the 
Council  adopted  the  following  new  time  limit,  each  observation  being  of 
30  minutes’  duration  : — 

Where  1 or  2 boilers  are  working,  black  smoke  not  to  exceed  2 minutes. 

n 3 n n t t n A ’ ’ 

11  4 n > y > > 1 » 4 M 

The  results  of  the  observations  taken  under  the  old  time  limit  are  as 
follows  : — 

Black  smoke  emitted  for  a period  not  exceeding  2 minutes,  in  13  cases. 

exceeding  2 minutes,  but  not  exceeding  4 minutes,  in  5 cases. 

,,  4 **  ^ ,*  3 cases. 

,,  8 ,,  ,,  11  ,,  3 cases. 


Under  the  new  regulations  the  observations  are  summarised  as 
follows,  each  observation  being  30  minutes’  duration  : — 


1 or  2 Boilers 
Working. 

3 Boilers  Working. 

4 Boilers  Working. 

Black  smoke  emitted 

not  exceeding  1 minute 

in  ^ cases 

in  4 cases 

in  1 case 

,,  ,,  2 minutes 

28  ,, 

,,  8 ,, 

,,  4 cases 

’ » » > 3 » * 

0 

y 1 y y 

,,  4 - 

\> 

I t — » » 

y y y y 4 * » 

,,  1 ,, 

1 1 y 1 

O 

y y - 1 * 

• > >>  5 > ’ 

y y * y 

y y ^ * 1 

,,  > 

m m ^ y » 

1 1 y y 

y y I y y 

y y y 1 

6 


Number  of  observations  under  old  regulations 24 

,,  1 1 ,,  ,,  new  ,,  63 

Total 87 

Of  the  observations  taken,  7 exceeded  the  limit. 

Six  notices  of  abatement  were  served,  and  legal  proceedings  were 
taken  against  the  Ivy  Mill  Company  Limited,  and  an  order,  with  costs, 
was  obtained. 

Firing  of  Dwelling  House  Chimneys.— Two  persons  were  sum- 
moned for  allowing  the  chimneys  to  be  on  fire.  In  each  case  the  cost  of 
summons  and  small  penalty  was  obtained. 


* 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 

Statistics  with  respect  to  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  etc.,  submitted 
by  Mr.  Wharton,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

101  privy  closets  abolished,  101  water-closets  provided. 

22  pail  closets  abolished,  22  water-closets  provided. 

1  cesspool  closet  abolished,  i water-closet  provided. 

51  privy  middens  abolished,  84  dust  boxes  provided. 

22.  ashpits  abolished,  50  dust  boxes  prov  ided. 

1 cesspool  abolished,  1 dust  box  provided. 

10  privy  middens  converted  to  dry  ashpits. 

7 houses  provided  with  dust  boxes. 

3 dust  boxes  repaired. 

2 new  pail  closets  provided. 

15  pail  closets  repaired. 

8 ashpits  repaired. 

14  privy  middens  repaired. 

32  yard  surfaces  partially  reflagged. 

27  yard  surfaces  reformed  and  flagged. 

7 yard  surfaces  repaired. 

88  house  drains  reconstructed. 

38  house  drains  repaired. 

9 house  drains  disconnected  from  water-course  and  connected  to 

the  Council’s  sewer. 

28  water-closets  repaired. 

43  roofs  and  eaves  troughs  repaired. 

21  slop  pipes  repaired. 

Defective  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  at  33  dwelling  houses. 

3 nuisances  abated  arising  from  offensive  accumulations. 

4 nuisances  abated  arising  from  animals  being  improperly  kept. 

1 house  closed  as  being  unfit  for  habitation. 


Number  of  Legal  Notices  Served. 

72  legal  notices  were  served  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 
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Table  shewing  the  number  and  respective  kinds  of  sanitary  conveniences 
within  the  district  at  December  31st , / go  8. 

CLOSETS. 

Houses  and 
Shops 

Mills  and 
Workshops 

Churches, 
Chapels,  and 
Schools 

Totals 

Number  of  cesspool  closets 

•3 

1 1 

24 

priw  ,,  

355 

2 

2 

359 

,,  pail  ,,  

105s 

178 

37 

1 273 

,,  water  ,,  

1 782 

66 

6 

1854 

,,  wastewater,,  

207 

207 

,,  *latrine  ,,  

5 

84 

4‘ 

13° 

3420 

34 1 

90 

3847 

ASHPITS,  etc. 

Number  of  cesspools 

1 1 

2 

'3 

,,  privy  middens  

222 

1 

* 

I 

224 

,,  ordinary  ashpits 

576 

1 

2 

579 

,,  dust  boxes  

1819 

6 

1825 

2628 

4 

9 

2641 

* represents  the  number  of  seats. 


Number  of  houses  and  shops  in  the  district 353° 

,,  churches,  chapels,  and  schools  15 

,,  factories  51 

,,  workshops  7 2 


■9 


Particulars  showing  number  of  receptacles  emptied  during  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1908,  compared  with  similar  period  ended 

December  31st,  1907. 


1908 

Ashpits 

Privy 

Middens 

I hist 
Boxes 

I .oads 

Pails 

Cesspools  | 

Barrels 

Dav  work 

55" 

1877 

"7573 

1 345  i 

32526 

13 

479 

Night  work  ... 

62  J9 

2017 

1 2°5l* 

33°97 

477 

l 1740 

38 94 

"7573 

255 1 

65623 

29 

956 

1907 

Dav  work 

2257 

91 1 

69892 

1525 

32810 

'3 

465 

Night  work  ... 

2844 

939 

1347 

34456 

8 

5°7 

5101 

GO 

Cm 

O 

G9892 

2872 

67266 

2 1 

l! 

972 

The  contents  of  the  ashpits,  privy  middens,  and  dust  boxes  were 
disposed  of  at  the  undermentioned  tips,  the  number  of  loads  being  as 

follows  ; 


White- 

Stephen- 

Andrew's 

York  St 

Mill  Lane  (ireaves’ 

Hasting’s 

1 lead’s 

son  Street 

Fielding’s  1 Totals 

1908 

1881 

422i 

j56l>  65 

15 

3 

8 

255*  | 

1907 

1611 

456 

227  ! GO 

27 

491  2872 

I he  contents  of  the  pails  and  cesspools  were  taken  to  the  under- 
mentioned farms  and  tips,  the  number  of  barrels  being  as  follows  : — 


Andrew 's 

1 1 asting's 

1 ieli ling’s  Barr<  'W  ’s 

F.  nnnet  t's 

Smith’s 

Various 

Totals 

1908 

956 

. . . 

956 

1907 

956 

1 2 

4 

• • • 

... 

972 
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SPECIAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

Local  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts, 

FOR  THE 

Year  Ending-  31st  December,  1908. 


1 here  are  51  textile  and  non-textile  factories  and  72  workshops 
within  the  district. 

The  principal  industriescarried  on  in  the  factories  are  cotton  spinning', 
cotton  and  silk  weaving,  and  winding,  felt  hat  manufacturing,  and 
jacquard  and  electrical  engineering. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  factories  consist  chiefly  of  the 
pail  system. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  serve  notices  on  any  of  the  factories 
respecting  the  sanitary  accommodation.  At  one  factory  in  the  Lower 
Ward  th  e conversion  of  pail  closets  to  the  water-carriage  system  was 
voluntarily  carried  out  by  the  owners. 

A large  number  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  in  connection  with  the 
workshops  are  on  the  water-carriage  system. 

Two  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  as 
to  the  absence  of  proper  closet  accommodation  at  brickyards  in  the 
district.  Notices  were  served  on  the  respective  owners  to  provide 
proper  accommodation.  These  were  complied  with. 

Workshops. — The  businesses  carried  on  consist  of  baking  and 
confectionery,  boot,  shoe,  and  clog  makers,  tailors,  milliners  and  dress- 
makers, joiners,  builders,  plumbers  and  painters,  wheelwrights,  black- 
smiths, hairdressers,  etc.  The  general  condition  of  the  workshops  have 
again  been  observed  with  regard  to  the  cleanliness,  air  space,  and 
ventilation.  No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  met  with. 

Bakehouses.— The  bakehouses  in  the  district  number  16,  and  with 
two  exceptions  the  work  is  carried  on  in  ordinary  dwelling  houses  and  in 
conjunction  with  some  other  business.  These  are  kept  clean,  and  the 
conditions  generally  are  very  satisfactory. 


There  is  only  one  steam  bakery  in  the  district,  which  is  equipped 
with  all  modern  requirements.  No  underground  bakehouses  exist  in  the 
district. 

There  are  3 laundries  in  the  district,  2 of  which  are  carried  on  in  a 
small  way. 

Homeworkers.  There  is  only  1 employer  having  outworkers. 
These  are  engaged  in  silk  weaving.  The  number  of  lists  of  outworkers 
received  from  other  authorities  was  2,  representing  2 employers  and  3 
outworkers. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  respecting  the  outbreak 
of  any  infectious  disease  occurring  at  the  homes  of  any  outworkers. 


22 


I.— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces, 


Including'  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

jr 

Number  of 


Premises 


I nspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (including;  Factory  Laundries)  

60 

Workshops  (including;  Workshop  Laundries)  

80 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers'  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

Total 

140 

II.— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

1 Referr’d  to 

Found  | Remedied  j H.M. 

Inspector 

Number 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions 

1 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Want  of  ventilation  

... 

i Overcrowding  

... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

... 

.. 

Other  nuisances 

... 

... 

| insufficient  

2 

2 

unsuitable  or  defective  

Sanitary  accommodation- 

J not  separate  for  sexes 

... 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse  (S.  10 1). 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 
(SS.  97  to  100)  

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 

which  are  included  in  Part  3 ot  this  Report)  

Total 

T 

2 

... 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7,  and  S of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  i'S  remediable  under 

the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Total 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


TABLES  I.  TO  V. 
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Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  : — .Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  P'ever,  and  Small-pox. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  /go8. 


I >EA  THS  IN  OR 

District  ai 

BELONGING  TO  WHOl, 
subjoined  Ages 

K 

Deaths  in 
OR  BELONG- 
ING TO 

Localities 
at  all  Ages 

Causes  of  Death 

All 

Under 
1 year 

1 and 
under 
5 

5 and 
under 
15 

15  and  25  and 
under  under 
25  65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Hig'er 

Ward 

I .ower 
Ward 

Small-pox  

Measles  

8 

Scarlet  Fever  

I 

I 

D 

0 

I 

2 

O 

Whooping-cough  

I 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 
Croup  

5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

( Typhus  

Fever-  Enteric  

2 

1 

| Other  continued  

...  1 

Epidemic  Influenza  

1 

1 

Cholera 

J 

Plague  

Diarrhoea 

4 

i 

2 

2 

Enteritis  

i 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  

V 

Erysipelas  

* ’ 

2 

i 

1 

Other  Septic  diseases  

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

Other  Tubercular  diseases  

Cancer,  malig  nant  disease 

Bronchitis  

I 2 

7 

I 2 

22 

2 

7 

3 

i 

4 

1 

1 

1 

9 

2 

10 

. . . 

2 

10 

5 

n 

3 

5 

7 

4 

9 

Pneumonia  

20 

7 

2 

1 

4 

7 

1 

7 

8 

1 

Pleurisy  

3 

3 

. . . 

6 

I 

... 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs.. 
Alcoholism — Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

3 

•s 

Venereal  Diseases  

Premature  Birth 

6 

1 1 

S 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition.. 
Heart  Diseases  

i 

I 7 

I 

1 

1 

8 

3 

I 

Q 

Accidents 

1 / 

i 

1 

1 

2 

/ 

1 

Suicides  

\5 

Convulsions  

7 

7 

_ 

Rickets 

Meningitis  

All  other  causes  

IOI 

i9 

7 

4 

T ^ 

I 

:n 

51 

J O 

a'-7 

All  causes 

243 
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TABU-:  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  tgo8. 

Deaths  from  stated  ( it  uses  in  Week  \ and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAi  st  or  Death. 

X 

S 1 

Certified  

< 2 , 

- 

l/ncertineu  

L S 

Small-pox 

•£51 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

i i 

Diphtheria  : Croup  

O ~ 

'Whooping  Cough ( 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  

8? 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis, 

-?  r. 

<-  <r 

Gastro-enteritis 

it 

Cast  ritis, Gastro- 

intestinal  Catarrh.  . 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Detects 

uj 

1 lure  at  Birth 

■J 

\\  ant  ol  Breast-milk, 

Starvation 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

.Marasmus 

s . 

Tuberculous  Meningitis. 

|s 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

u 1*  . 

Tabes  Mesenterica... 

Is 

Other  Tuberculous 

H 

Diseases... 

, Erysipelas  

Svphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous).. 

CJ 

Convulsions 

a.  ' 

C 

Bronchitis  

6 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia  

Suffocation,  overlving 

Other  Causes  

Pleurisy  
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Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  190S,  15,100. 
Births  in  the  year  | 1f£lt'male’  3X|  j.  388.  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


^illegitimate,  7 J J c ’ 3 l illcgitimati 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  243. 
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